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affectionate father. But there was a marvellous ab-
sence of decorum and discipline in the royal nursery
at St. Germains, where his legitimate and illegitimate
offspring were brought up under the supervision of
a Mme. de Monglat, a respectable but not overwise
woman.

One afternoon towards the beginning of 1609, the
King passing through a gallery of the Louvre found
a bevy of young ladies practising for a ballet, nymphs
of Diana armed for the chase. As he carne by, one
of these, a girl of fifteen, raised her javelin as if in
act to strike. Such was her grace, her beauty and
the magic of her eyes that Henry seemed to himself
to be pierced to the heart and about to faint.

The nymph was Charlotte de Montmorency, one
of the two children born to the Constable by his
second wife, a woman of middling birth, who, it was
whispered, owed to some supernatural agency her
wondrous loveliness and the splendid marriage it
enabled her to make. She died young, some said
the demon had been an impatient creditor, leaving
two children the inheritors of her charms, Charlotte,
and a boy whose death on the scaffold was to be the
most impressive object lesson given to the French
nobility before the Revolution.

Mile, de Montmorency was betrothed, with the
King's approval, to Francis de Bassompierre, ayoung
noble of Lorraine whose graces and good looks had
acquired the King's favour, and who, though barely
twenty, was the gayest gallant and most accom-
plished lady-killer of the Court.

Shortly after this passing encounter the King was